
 
   

COMM 106-002  •  FILM/VIDEO PRODUCTION I  •  FALL 2025 
MKC 120  •  MONDAYS 9:05-11:45AM  •  3 CREDITS 

BRIDGEWATER STATE UNIVERSITY 
 
 
 

Filmmaking is a chance to live many life3mes. 
Robert Altman 

 
 
 

Instructor:  Colleen Kelly Poplin 
  cpoplin@bridgew.edu  
  Maxwell Library 215B 
 

Office Hours: Wednesdays 9-10am  
  Thursdays 11am-1pm  
  Sign up at calendly.com/colleenkellypoplin 
 

   
   
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course introduces a range of foundaQonal terms, concepts, and skills in film and video producQon. It combines theoreQcal 
knowledge with hands-on learning, providing foundaQonal knowledge and experience on a broad range of equipment for 
subsequent video work. 
 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
Through acQve instrucQon, producQon assignments, quizzes, discussion, and screenings, this course seeks to: 

- Develop basic media production skills, emphasizing the importance of conscious creative choices and strategic planning 
- Provide a conceptual, creative, and technical foundation in preparation for advanced film and video production coursework 
- Stimulate natural creativity and integrate media-making as a tool for personal expression 
- Encourage quality and innovation in media production and offer opportunities for creative collaboration 
- Challenge traditional creative and critical approaches to the expressive uses of time-based media 

 
 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
AYer successful compleQon of this course, students should be able to: 

- Comprehend and utilize essential film and video production concepts and technology 
- Employ newly acquired film and video production skills to pursue creative expression 
- Exhibit deeper understanding of the technical and aesthetic concepts underlying the making of media  
- Understand how to best utilize the production resources available at Bridgewater State University 
- Know how to receive, process, and implement criticism and constructively critique the work of others 



 
COURSE READINGS / MATERIALS 
 
All handouts and readings will be available on Blackboard. Everything I distribute in class will also be uploaded to Blackboard. 
 
You will have access to BSU cameras, lights, microphones, Adobe CreaQve Cloud soYware, and other equipment for your projects. 
We will go over the equipment checkout process in greater detail in class. I skip assigning a textbook to help you afford two things: 
 

- One external hard drive, at least 1TB (500GB would work, though you'll likely need 1TB+ in the future) 
- One or two SDXC memory card(s), at least 128GB (64GB would work, though you'll likely need 128GB+ in the future) 
- Recommended: Adobe Premiere Pro Tutorial for Beginners 
- Recommended: production is easier with a multi-tool (I have a Gerber Truss 17-in-1) 

 
 
 
GRADING 
 
This course is based on the principle that the more you pracQce, the beger you become. Use every assignment to communicate what 
is important to you and TAKE RISKS. You will earn your grade via the following: 
 
 
Concept Quizzes      25%       

- Composition and basic cinematography 
- Camera functions and operations 
- Audio fundamentals  
- Essentials of lighting and editing 

 
In-class ProducQon Workshops    25%      

- Camera functions and operations 
- Audio fundamentals  
- Essentials of lighting 
- Essentials of editing 

 
ProducQon Projects     30% 

- The Long Take 
- The Sound Story 
- The Found Footage Film 

 
Professionalism      20% 
 
 
You may use generaQve AI tools for early-stage work such as brainstorming, outlining, or reviewing course concepts. However, all 
final work for quizzes and producQon projects must be your own. If you use AI, include a brief citaQon (e.g., “IniQal brainstorming 
supported by ChatGPT”). Be transparent. When in doubt, ask me to ensure you're following academic integrity policies. 
 
 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
Further details on all assignments will be shared in class. Blackboard will help you keep yourself organized.  
 
 
Concept Quizzes (25% of final grade) 
 
Our producQon learning is loosely broken into four units, with the acknowledgement that each of these concepts overlap and bleed 
into one another. AYer each funcQonal unit outlined below, you will have an in-class quiz. These are not meant to torture you, but to 
ensure that the most important knowledge is embedded in your brain. Details will be shared in class.  
 
 

93 to 100% = A 
90 to 92.9% = A- 
87 to 89.9% = B+ 
83 to 86.9% = B 
80 to 82.9% = B- 
77 to 79.9% = C+ 
73 to 76.9% = C 
70 to 72.9% = C- 
67 to 69.9% = D+ 
63 to 66.9% = D 
60 to 62.9% = D- 
0 to 59.9% = F 
 



 
- Composition and basic cinematography (9/22) 
- Camera functions and operations (10/6) 
- Audio fundamentals (11/3) 
- Essentials of lighting and editing (12/1) 

 
  
In-class Produc;on Workshops (25% of final grade) 
 
ProducQon Workshops are done collaboraQvely during our regular course Qme. We develop our knowledge of concepts through the 
hands-on use of producQon equipment. Details will be shared in class. 
 

- Camera functions and operations (9/22) 
- Audio fundamentals (10/27) 
- Essentials of lighting (11/17) 
- Essentials of editing (11/24) 

 
 
Produc;on Projects (30% of final grade) 
 
ProducQon Projects provide the opportunity for creaQve expression. The Long Take is a cinematography exercise completed in one 
conQnuous shot. The Sound Story is a portrait of a place, person, and/or experience using only sound. The Found Footage Film is a 
two-minute film using only archival video / found footage. YouTube will be used for submission. Details will be shared in class. 
 

- The Long Take (10/20) 
- The Sound Story (11/10) 
- The Found Footage Film (12/8) 

 
 
 
WHAT DO I MEAN BY PROFESSIONALISM? 
 

- Communicate with me if you need to miss class and reach out to me when you have questions. The growth you gain from 
this class will directly reflect the effort you invest in it. 

- Read your email and pay attention to Blackboard. Meet deadlines. 
- Use every project to share what is important to you. Take risks. 
- Research shows that electronics in class distract both users and nearby students, significantly reducing academic 

performance. Electronics are prohibited during lectures and screenings unless you have an academic accommodation. Do 
your peers a solid and buy a notebook. 

- Treat me and your peers with respect. Always. 
 
 
 
DRAFT SCHEDULE 
Syllabus is subject to change, but you will always be informed. See Blackboard for more details.    
 
 

 
Week 1: 
September 8 
 

 
- Get to know each other 
- Syllabus review 
- Check out edit lab / discuss equipment checkout process 
- Collaborative Playtime: A Tale of Nine Shots 

 
 
Week 2: 
September 15 
 

 
- Composition and basic cinematography  
- Lecture and equipment demo 

 
 



 
Week 3: 
September 22 
 

 
- Concept Quiz: Composition and basic cinematography 
- In-class Production Workshop: Camera functions and operations 

 
 
Week 4: 
September 29 
 

      
- Camera functions and operations, continued 
- Discuss CKP’s Quick and Dirty Shooting Checklist 
- Discuss The Long Take 

 
 
Week 5: 
October 6 
 

 
- Camera Jeopardy! 
- Concept Quiz: Camera functions and operations 
- Audio fundamentals 

 
 
Week 6: 
October 20 
 

 
- Production Project: The Long Take due 
- Screen The Long Take projects and provide feedback 

 
Week 7: 
October 27 
 

 
- In-class Production Workshop: Audio fundamentals 
- Lecture and equipment demo 
- Discuss The Sound Story 

 
 
Week 8: 
November 3 
 

 
- Concept Quiz: Audio fundamentals 
- Collaborative Playtime: Foley  

 
 
Week 9: 
November 10 
 

 
- Production Project: The Sound Story Due 
- Listen to The Sound Story projects and provide feedback 

 
Week 10: 
November 17 
 

 
- In-class Production Workshop: Essentials of lighting 
- Lecture and equipment demo 
- Discuss The Found Footage Film 

 
 
Week 11: 
November 24 
 

 
- In-class Production Workshop: Essentials of editing 
- Lecture and equipment demo 

 
 
Week 12: 
December 1 
 

 
- Concept Quiz: Essen;als of ligh;ng and edi;ng 
- In-class producQon workshop 

 
 
Week 13: 
December 8 
 

 
- Production Project: The Found Footage Film Due 
- Screen The Found Footage Film projects and provide feedback 

 
Week 14: 
December 12-18 
 

 
- Production Project feedback sessions (details forthcoming) 
- Cry about how much we will miss each other 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SUPPORT RESOURCES 
 
Academic Support & Student Services 
Student Crisis Informa;on 
 
Academic Achievement Center (AAC) 
On the ground floor of the Maxwell Library, the AAC provides academic advising, learning assistance (both tutoring and academic 
coaching), and tesQng services. There is also support available for English language learners. To make an appointment for tutoring or 
academic coaching, sign into bridgew.accudemia.net using your BSU credenQals. 
 
Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
SAS is in the Rondileau Student Union, Suite 106. You can connect with SAS by scheduling online, reaching out via email, or by calling 
508-531-2194. 
 
Wellness Center 
The Wellness Center (Weygand Hall) offers a range of vital services and support to help you achieve physical and emoQonal wellness. 
Whether you need physical or mental health advice, assistance in a crisis, Qps for managing stress, or care for a specific 
condiQon, the Wellness Center will hook you up. 
 
Maxwell Library 
For borrowing or renewing items, access to computers, study rooms, and more, visit the Maxwell Library.  
 
Informa;on Technology (IT) 
For all technology quesQons and assistance, the InformaQon Technology Division provides Student Technology Support on the ground 
floor of the Maxwell Library and through the IT Self Service Portal. 
 
Career Services & Internships 
The Career Services & Internships Office can be found in the Rondileau Student Union. They offer programs and resources for your 
future career. Side note: their website links to an external resource I recommend called What Can I Do with This Major? 
 
Financial Assistance 
The Financial Aid Office is on West Campus in the Welcome Center. They can assist you and your family in affording the cost of your 
educaQon through grants, loans, student work programs, and financial counselors. There is also a Student Emergency Fund if you 
need help purchasing course supplies. If you are having trouble accessing food to eat, I highly recommend BSU’s Food Pantry on the 
lower level of Rondileau Student Union.  
 
Office of Equal Opportunity and Title IX 
The Office of Equal Opportunity and the Title IX Coordinator work to ensure that all members of the campus community flourish in a 
supporQve and fair climate. Their website has a page for Title IX and a page for DiscriminaQon and Harassment for reporQng concerns 
of sexual violence, relaQonship violence, stalking, sexual harassment, or protected category-based discriminaQon and harassment. 
AddiQonally, the Sexual Violence Advocacy and Support Center is a confiden3al support resource for anyone who has experienced 
sexual, gender-based, or relaQonship violence or stalking. Seek support via this form: SVAS Center Support Form  
 
Pride Center 
BSU’s Pride Center supports gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender students and their allied peers to foster a campus climate of 
inclusion and equity. Visit the Pride Center website to learn more about their services and events.  
 


